Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ROME 02338 120557Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DHA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 AF-08 ARA-06 EA-07 NEA-10 /104W 

120606Z 019466/22 

R 111 720Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2741 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 2338 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UN, SHUM, IT 

SUBJ: HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE UNITED NATIONS 

REF: STATE 234394 

1 . WE SUMMARIZED U.S. VIEWS ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES (REF. 

AND PRIOR TELS.) IN A NON-PAPER FOR MFA'S OFFICE DIRECTOR 
FOR UN AFFAIRS, MINISTER FERRABOSCHI. 

2. FERRABOSCHI, AFTER CLOSE READING OF TEXT, EXPRESSED 
BOTH PLEASURE AND INTEREST IN NEW U..S. INITIATIVE. HE 
SAID IT WILL BE WELL RECEIVED IN ITALIAN GOVERNMENT, 

WHICH IS ITSELF CONCERNED WITH THE SUBJECT, ONE WHICH 
ANTICIPATES IT WILL BE A "DOMINANT" THEME AT 32ND UNGA. 

HE ALSO NOTED THE RELEVANCE OF OUR INITIATIVE TO THE 
UPCOMING LEGRADE CONFERENCE. 

3. FERRABOSCHI PARTICULARLY COMMENDED OUR ADVOCACY OF 
UNIVERSAL, RATHER THAN SELECTIVE, APPLICABILITY OF RIGHTS. 

THIS WILL HELP RECTIFY AN EXISTING PROBLEM WHICH IS PARTLY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE "LEADERSHIP VACUUM" ON RIGHTS 
MATTERS. THE FAILURE UNTIL NOW OF U.S., AND THERE 

FORE WESTERN, GOVERNMENTS TO ADDRESS THEMSELVES TO BROAD 
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AND INDISPUTABLE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN WARSAW PACT 
COUNTRIES HAS LEFT THE FILED OPEN FOR ATTACKS ON THE 
WEST VIA, FOR EXAMPLE, SOUTH AFRICA AND CHILE.BEAUDRY 
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